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Speakers

• Dr. Rosslynn Zulla, PhD, Assistant Professor, Faculty of Social Work

• Dr. Sabrina Peric, Associate Professor, Faculty of Arts

• Dr. Perri Tutelman, PhD, Assistant Professor, Faculty of Arts
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How to write a Transdisciplinary Grant Dr. Rosslynn Zulla









Breaking 
down silos
Considerations for project 
design and grant writing
Dr. Sabrina Perić 



Doing the hard 
work before 

the grant 
application

Relationship-building

Visioning exercises

• How do different partners want to participate? What are 
our limitations?

Practicing the shared burden of conceptualizing 
and writing
• What will your working process be? 

How do each of the project participants 
understand success? 
• Values exercises



Integrating 
knowledges, 
disciplinary 
approaches

• Are my research questions integrative?
• are the research questions relevant to all researchers, 

participants? 
• Are they separated out? (one question of the NS, one for SSH, 

one for community partners etc)

• Does the work of different researchers actually inform the 
research others are doing during the course of the project?
• Does the work a community researcher is doing inform the 

work of an engineer etc?
• Are the methods integrated? 
• Do different researchers participate in the evaluations of 

each others’ work?

• Thinking about project researchers as co-mentors
• Include co-mentorship activities (teach-ins, workshops, 

knowledge sharing exercises, for example)

• Transdisciplinarity not as a one-and-done but as a process 
throughout the project



HQP and Transdisciplinarity
Who are the HQP? Who are the trainees in your project ?

• Expanding the notion of an HQP
• Situating your project in place

Preparing trainees for a future of big transdisciplinary challenges
• Is transdisciplinary training built in for students/trainees? Or are they in silos?
• Opportunities for trainee co-mentorship
• Events that bring students out of their comfort zones

• “challenge workshops,” opportunities to present cross-sectorally, attend and learn from many project 
members, example of muskrat camp

Output that matters
• Opportunities for different kinds of output (academic pubs, but also popular writing, policy reports, working with 

partners for partner-specific output)
• Cross-sectoral, community collaboration opportunities



Tips for Transdisciplinary Grant Writing

Perri Tutelman, Ph.D., R.Psych



A Transdisciplinary Approach 
to End-of-Life Care for 

Adolescents and Young Adults 
Diagnosed with Cancer
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Pick Your Players Consider the Currency Show, Don't Tell
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Pick Your Players

Content 
expertise

Methodological 
expertise

Lived 
experience

Community 
partners

Trainees
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What expertise do you need for the proposal 
to be feasible and successful across its 

lifecycle?
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Pick Your Players

Psychologist

Palliative Care 
Physician

Bioethicist

Social Worker 
(& founder)

Trainee

Executive 
Director, CVH

Patient Partner
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Think outside the box!
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Consider the Currency

Scientific 
Collaborators

Open-access 
publications

People with 
lived 

experience
Honoraria

Community 
partners

Resources 
(KT)

Trainees
Stipends, 
summer 

studentships
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Show, Don't Tell

"This study will employ a transdisciplinary approach" 

"This project will incorporate the principles of transdisciplinary scholarship" 

"This is a transdisciplinary proposal"
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Show, Don't Tell

"This study will employ a transdisciplinary approach" 

"This project will incorporate the principles of transdisciplinary scholarship" 

"This is a transdisciplinary proposal"
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Show, Don't Tell

The transdisciplinary approach to the proposed activity is demonstrated in

several ways:

(i) our team brings together individuals from transdisciplinary backgrounds, 
including both academic and non-academic partners and those with lived 
experience
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Show, Don't Tell

The transdisciplinary approach to the proposed activity is demonstrated in

several ways:

(ii) we are using a mixed methods approach to obtain a rich, comprehensive 
understanding of a complex issue 
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Show, Don't Tell

The transdisciplinary approach to the proposed activity is demonstrated in

several ways:

(iii) we are taking a multi-informant approach by collecting data from the various 
actors who hold interest in this issue
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Show, Don't Tell

The transdisciplinary approach to the proposed activity is demonstrated in

several ways:

(iv) we have a robust dissemination plan that targets groups across disciplines 
and sectors including scientific publications and a social media campaign using 
multimedia tools in partnership with Canadian Virtual Hospice.
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Thank you
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Stay connected with us!

Scan the QR code below to subscribe to 
our bulletin
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Scan the QR code below to join our 
Transdisciplinary Online Hub (Teams)

Learn more at: research.ucalgary.ca/transdisciplinary

Contact us: transdisciplinary@ucalgary.ca

Use the code qp1wsti to join the 
Teams Hub
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