
University of Calgary 

Call for collaboration in Winter 2025 

Community Service Learning Project Application 

Course: DEST 591- Critical Perspective on Development Practice and Research 

This is a required senior-level seminar/practicum course for students majoring in Development 

Studies at the University of Calgary. The course is designed to help students develop the skills and 

the critical perspective needed to conceptualize, design, implement and effectively manage 

community development projects and programs. As both a learning and a work experience, the 

course offers students who are finishing their degree the opportunity to integrate theory and 

practice. The course is designed to allow students to work in teams (4-5 students in a team) to carry 

out a small community development-related project during the semester with selected host 

organizations. The organizations submit a proposal detailing the activities that would be 

undertaken by the students, as well as the desired outcome. If the proposal is accepted, a team of 

students will be assigned to the project.  

Projects will NOT include primary research/data collection but will be restricted to such things as 

environmental scanning, project design and strategizing as well as donor retention studies...etc.  

In the past, projects in which our students have collaborated include: The Calgary Zoo on designing a 

plan to measure volunteer experience and satisfaction; Hillhurst-Sunnyside Community Association to 

develop a strategic plan to address food security issues in the community and The Mustard Seed to 

design a donor retention strategic plan. 

Application deadline: Friday December 6th, 2024.  

Interested organizations please contact Julie Boyd  (boydj@ucalgary.ca) for application forms and 

further information.  
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