
 

 

 

 

 

 

Simon Otto 
Dr. Simon Otto is an Assistant Professor in the School of Public Health at the University of 
Alberta. He is a veterinarian and epidemiologist whose research investigates the One Health 
epidemiology of antimicrobial resistance (AMR) to create evidence to tackle this wicked 
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samples, and have shown the ability to determine the presence and abundance of bacteria, 
virus and parasites in metagenomics data and perform combined analyses. Frank Aarestrup is 
also head of the EU, FAO and WHO reference laboratories for AMR. 
 
 

Lynora Saxinger 
Lynora Saxinger is an Infectious Diseases specialist whose clinical practice includes HIV, 
Hepatitis C, nontransplant immunocompromised hosts, and Travel and Tropical Medicine. Co-
Chair of the Alberta Health Services Antimicrobial Stewardship Committee, she is involved in 
national Stewardship initiatives to promote best practices in antibiotic use. Areas of research 
interest include Antimicrobial Utilization, epidemiology of antimicrobial resistance, and derivation 
of Stewardship best practices. 
 
  



 

 

Richard Reid-Smith 
Richard Reid-Smith completed an Honours BSc in Zoology at the University of Western Ontario 
in 1985, followed by a DVM degree in 1990 and a Doctor of Veterinary Science in Clinical 
Epidemiology in 1999, both at the University of Guelph. He spent 15 years, full- and part-time in 
companion animal veterinary practice in Toronto, and 1 year as an assistant professor at the 
University of Guelph. He joined the Public Health Agency of Canada’s Laboratory for Foodborne 
Zoonoses in 2000, working on the development and operationalization of the Canadian 
Integrated Program for Antimicrobial Resistance Surveillance (CIPARS). He is currently with 
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