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This is a a joint funding partnership program between Alberta Innovates (AI) and the Natural Sciences 

and Engineering Research Council of Canada (NSERC). Partner organizations are not permitted. 

The NSERC Alliance program falls within the scope of the Government of Canada’s Policy on Sensitive 

Technology Research and Affiliations of Concern (STRAC). Grant applications that involve conducting 

research that aims to advance a sensitive technology research area will not be funded if any of the 

researchers involved in activities supported by the grant are currently affiliated with, or in receipt of 

funding or in-kind support from, a named research organization. Please read the Tri-agency guidance on 

the STRAC Policy to understand how this policy may impact your grant application. The UCalgary 

Research Services Division is available to help you. 

This document is not a substitute for the application instructions set forth by AI and NSERC. If there are 

any discrepancies with the information provided by AI and/or NSERC, the funding agencies shall prevail. 

Before you begin, familiarise yourself with the following: 

The application process consists of 2 stages. Both stages require internal approvals through UCalgary’s 

Research Management System (RMS). 

Program Deadline: Continunous intake 

RSO Internal Deadline: At least 3 business days (by 12PM) ahead of submission to the funding agency  

Funding Amount: Alberta Innovates will contribute max. $100,000/year 

NSERC will match the AI contribution at a ratio of 50%; max. $50,000/year 

Duration: max. 2 years 

→ Alberta Innovates Advance program website (including Program Guide) 

→ NSERC Alliance — Advance program website 

• download the Proposal Template and Technology Transfer Office (TTO) Review Form 

• review the Evaluation Criteria and Merit Indicators 

→ Research Services Office funding opportunity posting 

Stage 1 

Alberta Innovates 

Stage 2 

NSERC 

Full Application • 1A Intake 

• 1B Full Application 

*full application is due 3 weeks after intake 

form is approved 

https://science.gc.ca/site/science/en/safeguarding-your-research/guidelines-and-tools-implement-research-security/policy-sensitive-technology-research-and-affiliations-concern
https://science.gc.ca/site/science/en/safeguarding-your-research/guidelines-and-tools-implement-research-security/policy-sensitive-technology-research-and-affiliations-concern
https://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/InterAgency-Interorganismes/RS-SR/strac-rtsap_eng.asp
https://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/InterAgency-Interorganismes/RS-SR/strac-rtsap_eng.asp
https://research.ucalgary.ca/conduct-research/safeguarding-your-research
https://research.ucalgary.ca/conduct-research/safeguarding-your-research
https://research.ucalgary.ca/conduct-research/additional-resources/research-management-system-rms
https://albertainnovates.ca/funding/nserc-alliance-alberta-innovates-advance-program/
https://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/Innovate-Innover/AI-AI_eng.asp
https://research.ucalgary.ca/opportunity/2025-advance-program-stream-ii-general-nserc-alliance-2024-2025
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Technology Transfer Office (TTO) Review Form 

Innovate Calgary must complete the TTO Review Form. At the latest, you must contact Innovate Calgary as 

soon as you receive the invitation to full application from Alberta Innovates. You may wish to contact 

Innovate Calgary at an earlier point to discuss the proposed project and the Advance-Alliance program. 

Download the TTO Review Form from the NSERC Alliance-Advance program website. 

Stage 1A: Alberta Innovates Intake 

1. Confirm that all eligibility criteria are met. 

2. Contact the Alberta Innovates (AI) Advance program manger to assess alignment between the 

program objectives and the proposed project. 

3. Upon approval from the AI program manager, submit a Post Secondary Investments & Emerging 

Technologies (PSIET) Intake Form using the AI application portal (also referred to as SmartSimple). 

4. Complete the PSIET Intake Form. Do not click Submit in the AI portal until you have received 

approval from the Research Services Office (RSO) in Step 7. 

5. Click Generate Application PDF (see below) to download a PDF of the entire application. The PDF 

generator will capture all attachments that are in PDF format.1
 

1 Any attachments not captured by the PDF generator (especially Excel files) should be uploaded as separate files to the 

RMS record in Step 6. 

https://innovatecalgary.com/
https://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/Innovate-Innover/AI-AI_eng.asp
https://albertainnovates.smartsimple.ca/s_Login.jsp
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6. Complete a Pre-award/Letter of Intent (LOI) record in the Research Management System (RMS) 

and attach the PDF of the completed PSIET Intake Form. Then, submit the RMS record for 

academic approvals, which are provided by your Department Head or designate, if applicable, and 

Associate Dean (Research). The status of the record must be “Submit for internal approvals.” 

7. Once the RSO reviews the PSIET Intake Form and provides institutional approval, you will receive a 

system-generated email confirmation via RMS. You may then proceed with submission of the 

intake form to AI. 

8. If AI approves your PSIET Intake Form, proceed to Stage 1B. 

Stage 1B: Alberta Innovates Full Application 

1. Immediately upon notification of intake form approval from AI, contact Innovate Calgary about 

completion of the Technology Transfer Office (TTO) Review Form required for the application. 

Please use their Disclosure Form to initiate a file with Innovate Calgary. 

2. Log into RMS and navigate to the Pre-award/Letter of Intent record created in Stage 1A. Update 

the status to “Invited to full application.” This will create a Pre-award/Application record with the 

same RMS number. We will return to RMS in Step 8. 

3. From this point forward, you will have to work with both the AI application portal and the NSERC 

Online System to complete the application. Please ensure that your NSERC profile data and 

Canadian Common CV (CCV) are up to date. 

4. Log into the NSERC Online System and complete an Alliance — Alberta Innovates Advance 

application (Form 101) according to the NSERC instructions. You will not submit the form until 

Stage 2. 

a. Link your Form 100A (Personal Data) with CCV Attachment to the application from the 

Portfolio screen using the Link Manager (see below). All co-applicants are also required to 

link their Form 100As with CCV Attachments. The CCVs must not be in draft form. 

https://research.ucalgary.ca/conduct-research/additional-resources/research-management-system-rms
https://innovatecalgary.com/
https://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/_doc/Innovate-Innover/Transfer-Transfer_e.docx
https://innovatecalgary.com/innovation-disclosure/
https://albertainnovates.smartsimple.ca/s_Login.jsp
https://ebiz.nserc.ca/nserc_web/nserc_login_e.htm
https://ebiz.nserc.ca/nserc_web/nserc_login_e.htm
https://ccv-cvc.ca/indexresearcher-eng.frm
https://ebiz.nserc.ca/nserc_web/nserc_login_e.htm
https://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/Innovate-Innover/AI-AI_eng.asp
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b. Application Profile — Department must match the RMS record. 

c. Areas(s) of Research 

d. Certification/Requirement 

e. Sensitive Technology Research Areas — If you answer Yes, all researchers involved in the 

activities supported by the grant must complete an attestation form. Begin to collect the 

necessary attestation forms now; however, the completed forms are not required for the 

Stage 1B submission to Alberta Innovates. Please contact the Research Security Division for 

assistance (researchsecurity@ucalgary.ca). 

f. Co-applicants (if applicable) 

g. Collaborators (if applicable) 

h. Collaborator Biosketches (if applicable) — optional 

i. Summary of Proposal 

j. Proposal (max. 5 pages) — Use the template available for download on the NSERC Alliance

-Advance program page. 

k. Proposed Expenditures 

l. Budget Justification — The attachment must adhere to the NSERC presentation standards. 

m. Contributions — Add Alberta Innovates–Post-secondary Investments and Emerging 

Technologies (PSIET) as a Joint call funding partner with a maximum annual cash 

contribution of $100,000 in each of Years 1 and 2 (see below). Do not send the invitation 

to the authorised contact person at this point. Alberta Innovates will not complete the 

Partner Organization Form unless they approve the application for Stage 2. 

https://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/Innovate-Innover/AI-AI_eng.asp
https://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/Innovate-Innover/AI-AI_eng.asp
https://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/OnlineServices-ServicesEnLigne/pdfatt2_eng.asp
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n. Justification for In-kind Contributions — Not applicable. Upload a blank page to satisfy the 

requirement for an attachment. 

o. Other Documents — Upload the signed Technology Transfer Office (TTO) Review Form. 

p. Environmental Impact (if applicable) 

q. STRAC Attestation Attachment — An attachment will be required in the Stage 2 submission 

to NSERC if you answered Yes to the question in the Sensitive Technology Research Areas 

section. 

5. Using the Preview function in the NSERC Online System, download a PDF of the complete 

application including Form 101 and Form 100A(s). 

6. Log into the AI application portal and navigate to your Advance application. Complete all sections 

and upload the NSERC Form 101 in the Attachments section. The Form 100A with CCV 

Attachments for the applicant and any co-applicants must be included. Do not click Submit in the 

AI portal until you have received approval from the Research Services Office (RSO) in Step 9. 

7. Click Generate Application PDF to download a PDF of the entire application. The PDF generator 

will capture all attachments in PDF format.2 

8. Return to the Research Management System (RMS) and navigate to the Pre-award/Application 

record generated in Step 2. Complete the record and attach the PDF of the complete AI 

application (all attachments must be included). Then, submit the RMS record for academic 

approvals, which are provided by your Department Head or designate, if applicable, and Associate 

Dean (Research). The status of the record must be “Submitted for approvals.” 

9. Once the RSO reviews the application and provides institutional approval, you will receive a 

system-generated email confirmation via RMS. You may then proceed with submission of the 

application to AI. 

10. If AI approves your application, proceed to Stage 2. 

2 Any attachments not captured by the PDF generator (especially Excel files) should be uploaded as separate files to the 

RMS record in Step 8. 

https://albertainnovates.smartsimple.ca/s_Login.jsp
https://research.ucalgary.ca/conduct-research/additional-resources/research-management-system-rms
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Stage 2: NSERC Application 

Note: Stage 2 does not require creation of an additional RMS record. 

1. Log into the NSERC Online System and navigate to your in-progress Alliance-Advance application. 

2. Under Contributions: 

a. Enter the AI Advance program manager as the authorised contact person. 

b. Click Lock/Invite to send the email containing the access link to the authorised contact. The 

AI program manager will complete the Partner Organization Form. 

https://ebiz.nserc.ca/nserc_web/nserc_login_e.htm
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3. Sensitive Technology Research Areas: 

a. If you answered Yes to the question in the Sensitive Technology Research Areas section (a), 

all researchers involved in the activities supported by the grant must complete an 

attestation form. Please contact the Research Security Division for assistance 

(researchsecurity@ucalgary.ca). 

b. Attach the attestation forms (as a single PDF) in the STRAC Attestation Attachment section 

(b). 

4. Click Verify and address any incomplete items. Only applications that pass verification can be 

submitted. 

5. Click Submit to forward the application to the Research Services Office (RSO). 

6. Notify the RSO Research Grants Officer responsible for your file that you have submitted the 

application in the NSERC Online System. 

7. Once the application undergoes a second review, the RSO will submit the application to NSERC. 


